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it looked as though that must be the death of the fabulous creature.
But now, in 1933, for the first time in Austrian history, the hitherto
somnolent westward-facing head of the eagle woke to life with flash-
ing eyes and combative beak. No doubt, compared with the Austria
of 1914 (though, not perhaps, by comparison with the Austria of
1526), the Austria of 1933 was a weakling. Yet, in the new situation,
there was one fundamental characteristic of Austria—her Catholi-
cism—which was turned, by the new orientation, from a weakness
into a strength. In the struggle against the 'Osmanlis, Austria's
Catholicism had alienated from her her natural allies among the
fOsmanlis' subjects: Calvinist Magyars and Orthodox Serbs and
Rumans. On the other hand, in the struggle against the Nazis, this
selfsame Catholicism promised to win sympathy and support for
Austria, in the new enemy's camp, among the 20,000,000 Catholic
subjects of 'the Third Reich'.
The issue with which Austria was confronted by the establishment
of "the Third Reich5 did not immediately confront Austria's neigh-
bour and pre-war partner Hungary, so long as an independent
Austrian Republic continued to insulate the post-war Kingdom of
Hungary from the Germany of Herr Hitler. Yet Hungary—obsessed
though she was with her ever-rankling grievances against the three
states-members of the Little Entente, which had inherited between
them the half of her pre-war kingdom—now found herself unable to
watch the Austro-German struggle, beyond her fourth frontier, with
entire detachment and indifference. The German National-Socialist
movement had a number of implications for Hungary which were
mutually contradictory and which therefore made it difficult for
Hungarian statesmanship to define its own attitude towards the new
dynamic force in Central Europe. On the one hand, the National-
Socialist Revolution in Germany produced a certain excitement, if
not elation, in Hungary because ' the Third Reich'—in representing
itself as a revolt against 'Marxism5 at home and against the Peace
Treaties abroad—purported to embody two of the main planks in
the post-war political platform of the Magyar governing class. At
the same time, the Hungarian magnates doubtless reflected that the
Nazi style of reactionariness was not aristocratic but petite bourgeoise,
and that the Nazis' interest in treaty-revision was as selfishly con-
centrated upon the Treaty of Versailles as the Awakening Magyars'
interest was concentrated upon the Treaty of Trianon. Thus the
advantages which Hungary might hope to gain for herself through
Herr Hitler's triumph in Germany were only indirect, while the direct
disadvantage which Hungary stood to suffer, if Herr Hitler were to
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